THE VlSVA-BttARATI QUARTERLY
spiritual integrity triumphs over the physical opposition of
the forces of the state/ That was Gandhi's triumph. That
was his achievement. That marks his place in history.
The third period of Gandhi's life began on the 15th day
of August, 1947 and ended only at the moment when he
died on the 30th of January, 1948.   This was the period
when it seemed as though India was about to exercise the
prerogatives of freedom by plunging into the terror and
horror of a civil war.   What happened is understandable
enough.    Here was where partition operated, and parti-,
tion meant the vivisection of a nation, and those people
who were called upon to suffer the agony of vivisection,
in Bengal and also in the Punjab, went momentarily crazy
with pain and grief.   As violence and massacre swept -these
provinces, it seemed for a moment as though all Gandhi's
teachings were in vain. I have heard people say that Gandhi
in the end failed in his great mission.    Gandhi himself
encouraged that idea, for in the supreme humility of his
spirit, he was moved to talk about his failure as well as
about his sorrow.   But I have insisted from the beginning,
as I would insist to-day, that this last period in Gandhi's
life was die greatest period of all.   In my last letter to the
Mahatma, written just as I was leaving India, I put it this
way. 'Of course', I said, 'you have been sad, wellnigh over-
borne by the tragedies of recent months, but you must never
feel that this involves any breakdown of your life work.
Human nature cannot bear too much, it cracks under too
great a strain, and the strain in this case was as terrific as it
was sudden.  But your teaching remained as true and your
leadership as sound as ever.   Single-handed you saved the
situation and brought victory out of what seemed for the
moment to be defeat.   I count these last months to be the
crown and climax of your unparalleled career.   You were
never so great as in these last dark hours/   I wrote those
words, in token, first, of my conviction that it was the influ-
ence of Gandhi through the discipline of thirty years gone by
that prevented the spread of the conflagration, so that less
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